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‘Ajali ya gari litokea!’
There’s been a car accident!

(Lamont, 2012) 
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‘Bodaboda’ = 2 wheelers vehicle 
used for commercial scope
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Tanzania
➢Motorcycles registration have been climbing up in the

last years (Tanzania Revenue Authority, 2015)

➢The number of the 2 or 3 wheelers vehicles represents
53.6% of the vehicles registered (WHO, 2015)

Background

Period Jan-Dec Jan-Dec Jan-Dec Jan-Dec Jan-Dec Jan-Dec Jan-Dec Jan-Dec Jan-Dec

Year 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Motor cycles 
(2 wheeler)

20,117 28,529 45,474 85,702 115,732 114,743 108,238 159,944 185,110
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Tanzania 2016 
➢3,381 people were killed on the roads 
➢9549 people were injured on the roads 
➢ (Tanzania Traffic Police Force, 2016)

Background

➢ 29,2% of the deaths in 
Tanzania road crash are 
drivers of motorcycles
(Tanzanian Traffic Police 

Force, 2016) 

WHO, estimated that 
the real figure was 
more than four times 
as much (WHO, 2015) 
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What role can a 
Traffic Psychologist play in 

education of Bodaboda drivers  
in Tanzania? 
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Project:
‘Bodaboda
Questionnaire’ 
(BbQ)



➢Tanzania
Population (2015)
Total 53,470,000 (1)

➢Arusha Region
Population (2012)
Total 1,694,310 (2)

➢Arusha City
Population (2012)
Total 416,442 (2)

(1) The World Bank, 2015
(2) National Bureau of Statistics, United 
Republic of Tanzania, 2013 

Study Area 
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March - April 2016

Distribution of 54 BbQ First Version

BbQ First Version 

➢ 4 different locations 
in Arusha City

➢ The distribution of 
the BbQ was 
undertaken manually

➢ No assistance or 
explanations on how 
to fill in the BbQ
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Results BbQ First Version

BbQ Final Version

BbQ Final Version
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BbQ Final Version

BbQ Final Version

October 2016 
➢ BbQ Final Version in English

November-December 2016
➢ Focus group with Swahili
speakers 
➢ Translation in Swahili
➢ Training of 14 Tanzanian
Interviewers
➢ Distribution of 513 BbQ in 

Arusha City
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BbQ Final Version 

44 questions - 7 Sections

➢ Demographic info
➢ Protective equipment
➢ Passengers/customers
➢ Motorcycle
➢ Police fines
➢ Driver’s crash history
➢ Reason of the road 

crashes
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➢ 27.5 years old (SD=5.67) 62% married and 59% have 
children

➢ 42% declared to use ‘always’ the helmet. 

➢ 17 passengers per day (SD=5.60) and 23% declared to 
carry more than one passenger ‘often’

➢ 69% took fines and 48% bribed the police

➢ 49% were involved in a crashes

➢ 3.3% identified ‘Lack of Attention’ as reason of crashes

Results of the BbQ
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July - August 2017 Arusha

4 video camera 
for video recording 
the Bodaboda behavior
(from 8 am to 8 pm)

Video
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November 2017 - Present

Analysis of the data
with BORIS- Behavioral
Observation Research
Interactive Software
Università degli Studi di Torino
(www.boris.unito.it)

Video: Analysis of the data
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➢ Numbers of hours recorded: 48 

➢ Numbers of riders observed: 4044

➢ Helmet use rate: 68,66 %

➢ Drivers helmet use: 79,85%

➢ Passengers 1 helmet use: 40,58%

➢ Passengers 2 helmet use: 6,06%

Results of the Video

42% declared to use 
‘always’ the helmet 

9,6% declared the 
passenger use 
‘always’ the helmet Honorary Consulate

United Republic of Tanzania



Conclusions
➢ Bodaboda drivers show a lot of different illegal 

behaviour, and effective police enforcement is hindered 
by widespread bribery 

➢ The results of this investigation represent a starting point 
for road safety in Tanzania and sub-Saharan Africa 
Regions

➢ In conclusion more education, a modification of existing 
road rules and increasing police enforcement is needed 
to improve road safety in Tanzania
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Asante sana
Thank you

Grazie per l’attenzione
Paolo Perego

Traffic Psychologist
Unità di ricerca di Psicologia del Traffico 

Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore di Milano
www.unicatt.it/psicotraffico

psicotraffico@unicatt.it
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