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Where is Peel?

Peel



About Peel

• 1.36 million people 
• Over half of Peel’s population (50.5%) 

report being born outside of Canada 
• 1 in 4 adults over 65 yrs. of age by 

2041

• Mix of urban, suburban and rural

• Dominated by low density, car centric 
development 



Peel’s Road Network

• 28 Regional roads

• Seven 400-series highways

• Canada’s busiest airport

• Three major transit agencies 

• Two intermodal facilities

• Approximately half of weekly 
truck trips in Ontario occur in Peel 



The Challenge of Growth



Transportation and 
Public Health Concerns

• Increased traffic congestion

• Declining rates of 
walking/cycling as a 
percentage of mode share

• High rates of chronic disease 
(e.g., diabetes)

• Poor air quality

• Prevalence of MVC injuries 
and fatalities 





Strategic Alignment

• Complete communities designed to support healthy, active livingProvincial Growth Plan

• Sustainable and healthy communitiesMetrolinx Transportation Plan

• Monitor and report on injury prevention and road safety Ontario Public Health Standards

• Promote healthy and age friendly built environments

• Achieve safe, convenient, efficient movement of people and goods
Peel Region Official Plan 

• Focus on healthy built environments (‘Thriving’)Peel Region Strategic Plan

• Focus on supportive environments for healthy living Peel Public Health Strategic Plan

• A sustainable, efficient, integrated and safe transportation systemLong Range Transportation Plan

• 50% of trips made by sustainable transportationSustainable Transportation Plan

• 10% reduction in fatal and injury collisionsRoad Safety Strategic Plan

• Reduce average travel time in high congestion areasGoods Movement Strategic Plan



Transportation and Public Health
– Working together

Late 
2000s

Initial discussions 
among senior 

leadership

2013

Road 
Characterization 

Study (RCS)

2014

Healthy Design 
Advisor role

2015

The Gore Road EA

2017

ROPA 27 – Health 
and the Built 

Environment, Age-
Friendly Planning

2017

Streetscaping 
Toolbox Update

2018

Airport Road EA

2018

Joint Council reports 
for road safety and 

sustainable 
transportation plans

2019

Public Health and 
Transportation 
Collaborative

2019

Included on writing 
team for LRTP



Transportation Safety Strategic and 
Operational Plan (TSSOP)

Operational 
White Papers 

(18)

Road Safety 
Strategic Plan 

(RSSP)

TSSOP



Developing the Road Safety Strategic Plan





Countermeasures

• 109 countermeasures 

• 4 E’s 

✓ Engineering

✓ Enforcement

✓ Education

✓ Empathy 



Key Activities for 2019

• Co-chair Vision Zero Taskforce and 
subcommittees

• Joint monitoring and reporting

• MVC trend analysis 

• In-service road safety audits 

• Traffic safety culture framework



Working in Partnership

• Advantages 
– Political support
– Align priorities and pool resources 
– Utilize diverse skills and 

perspectives 

• Challenges 
– Balancing conflicting priorities and 

pressures
– Making Vision Zero ‘everyone’s 

business’  
– Perception of PW and PH



Recommendations 

• Start talking early, build trust and learn how road 
safety decisions are made 

• Ensure PH and other key partnerships are included 
in the RFP process 

• Develop joint processes for monitoring and 
analyzing serious and fatal collision data 

• Align Vision Zero with other priorities (e.g., 
sustainable transportation, climate change, 
transportation demand management, chronic 
disease prevention) 



Questions?

Matthew Aymar
Analyst, Research and Policy
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Region of Peel – Public Health

matthew.aymar@peelregion.ca
905-791-7800 x 7251
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